
Background
Alongside the intentional fostering of relationships, and the intentional shaping of the classroom
setting in order to provide trauma-sensitive approaches and engagements, educators can benefit
from collaboration with and amongst their colleagues and community. Oftentimes the pressure is
put on educators, by others, or themselves as having the individual responsibility for helping
students in their classroom. Despite individual efforts, it is important for educators to remember
and make use of the tools made available to them (case-by-case) from their institutions.

Systems for Collaboration

Collaboration

There are many opportunities for collaboration in education, and many ways to go about it. By
understanding the school and community environment through a socio-ecological framework,
educators are better able to discern how they can collaborate with their colleagues.

Micro Level:

The micro level sees the usual interaction of students amongst the teachers they are currently
assigned to, and the peers with which they share classes. At the micro level, teacher-student
relationships and student-student relationships within the classroom are of the utmost importance.
It is the point at which the main avenue of knowledge transfer happens from adult to child. The
collaboration here is between student and teacher and between students influenced by the teacher.



Macro Level:

Middle Level:

Within the school are teachers, and support staff such as school counselors, Elders and resource
officers who contribute in their own way to the educational environment. Through collaboration,
students would be able to intentionally engage with these supports. In a trauma-sensitive school,
this should not only happen when students are referred by teachers at the micro level to these
supports, but constant interactions among these school supports familiarize the student with the
tools (adults) that are readily available to them. For example, having the school resource officer
engage with students during non-crisis times gives them another adult to connect with, as well as
models teamwork between adults that will become valuable in the child's life moving forward.
Another way teachers have been able to use the middle level to provide students with opportunities
is student collaboration between grades.

At the macro level lies community support accessible outside of the school, as well as collaboration
with parents/guardians on school matters. Although not directly involved in the school, those
community supports such as athletic coaches, clinicians, and many after-school academic
programs can be used in tandem with what is in the school environment. By involving parents and
other supports in the child's educational experience, you are effectively bolstering the framework
around the child. Studies reveal that when parents provide support and show encouragement
towards academic endeavors, their children are more likely to exhibit greater connectedness to
school. Involvement and collaboration at the macro level make this possible. 

Meeting the needs of students is a collaborative effort among all school professionals. Strategies
used within a trauma-sensitive environment must use a multi-pronged approach that includes
access to both in-school and community support. Teachers who are seeing students struggle
can collaborate with other educators within the school, and community
supports/parents/guardians outside of the school to aid them in guiding the student.

For all references and more information please see the full report.


